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The Ins�tute of the Americas (IOA), along with Scripps Ins�tu�on of Oceanography and UCSD’s
School for Global Policy and Strategy, organized virtually on June 1-3, 2022 the Paciﬁc Climate
Forum of the Americas. Through more than 10 sessions and four scien�ﬁc brieﬁngs, we heard
from over 30 experts from mul�ple countries including Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Mexico, Peru,
and the United Sates who shared their experiences, research, and lessons learned.
Thanks to our world-class line-up of panelists, we reached more than 350 viewers from across
the con�nent, from Canada to Chile. Furthermore, the exchange of knowledge over the three
days will hopefully assist policy-makers in cra�ing and implemen�ng eﬀec�ve climate and
environmental policies in the region, responsive to the needs of local coastal communi�es
throughout the Hemisphere. Given that around 25% of the La�n American popula�on lives at or
near the coasts, eﬀec�ve strategies for promo�ng the blue economy, that simultaneously tackle
resilience and biodiversity conserva�on, are of the utmost importance.
Held on the eve of the 9th Summit of the Americas, we hope that the voices of the mul�ple experts
highligh�ng the shared challenges in Paciﬁc coastal na�ons mainly on water management,
coastal resilience and nature-based solu�ons, marine protected areas and sustainable ﬁsheries,
and the energy transi�on will be transmi�ed to leaders in the region to spur further collabora�on
and the development of innova�ve solu�ons to those challenges.
With this mind, we want to share the high-level summary of three-day’s worth of informa�on
exchange, as we carve out more detailed proceedings to be published in the weeks to come. The
full event’s agenda, speakers’ bios, and four thema�c videos on the San Diego region’s climate
innova�on eﬀorts, can be found here.
Thank you again to all the people involved in making the ﬁrst Paciﬁc Climate Forum of the
Americas a reality, from a�endees, to speakers, to session rapporteurs and all IOA staﬀ.
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Highlights on Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) and Marine
Biodiversity Conservation

Speakers: Dr. Brice Semmens, Dr. Richard W. Spinrad, and Maxine Burkett.

⇒ Only 3-7% of the ocean is protected in some way. We need to protect MORE. Furthermore, this
protection needs to be multi-sectoral and most importantly, REGIONAL. For MPAs to have a regional
effect, they need to be transboundary, to truly establish ecologically connected marine corridors. This
requires diplomacy, including engagement with local communities and fishermen. We also need to
provide avenues for data sharing between countries.
⇒ Country-wide, national strategies for seafood production and resilient fisheries are needed. Policy
changes are needed too, including eliminating subsidized fishing and investing in local communities.
⇒ Furthermore, MPA’s alone are not sufficient. They should be paired with long-term management plans
(with measures of mitigation and adaptation co-benefits) that should be co-managed by the coastal
(local) communities and governments.
⇒ Mitigation and adaptation strategies need to consider marine socio-ecosystems. With the
establishment of protected territories, social collaborations are achieved, as well as mitigation,
adaptation and resilience efforts. These strategies tackle ocean health, climate change, and
biodiversity loss while building community resilience. Apart from these benefits, MPAs serve as
research laboratories.
⇒ Shifts in species’ migration patterns affects both markets and local communities. We still need to
better understand the effects of climate change on marine ecosystems, which in turn impact fisheries;
more data is key.
⇒ In addition, overfishing has not been taken seriously by governments; they need to invest more
resources to curve it. Sharing information and building coalitions is key to combat IUU fishing.
⇒ Lastly, a true blue economy needs requires the creation and implementation of new fishing and
aquaculture laws.
As said by NOAA Administrator Dr. Richard Spinrad, if any nation wants to be climate ready, the inclusion of
traditional and indigenous knowledge is imperative, as well as the collaboration with multiple communities
and stakeholders. All speakers stressed that the most important ingredient for an efficient MPA, is to include
all relevant stakeholders in the process from its early stages.
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Highlights on the Energy Transition and Paths for Deep
Decarbonization

Speakers: Guillermo Koutoudjian, Dr. Patricia Hidalgo-Gonzalez, Pablo Tello,
Cecilia Aguillón, Alfonso Blanco Bonilla, and Nicole Capretz.

⇒ We are facing the urgency of decarbonizing sooner because of high prices of energy due to external
shocks (e.g. the war in Ukraine). The independence of fossil fuels addresses not only energy security
issues but also helps communities detach from price hikes and inflation that come from increases in
oil and gas.
⇒ Latin America is at a good starting point in terms of current renewable energy capacity and the
capability for clean hydrogen production.
⇒ There are important initiatives and platforms to decarbonization at the regional level in Latin
America, such as the RELAC initiative, to increase participation of renewables from 60% to 70% in the
region. Furthermore, sub-regional power markets will be helpful to manage seasonality and surplus
and shortages of electricity.
⇒ At the community level, California-based speakers point to the fact that the clean energy transition
will be hard to achieve if policies are removed from the communities. This means that federal and
state efforts need to attend to grassroots-led initiatives. Governments need community buy-in to
fully support clean-electricity targets. As long as elected officials have the support of their electorate,
they will continue to push for the transition. This will also ensure that the transition is also equitable.
⇒ On the technology front, we still need to fill some gaps to be able to fully support renewable energy
integration, such as long-duration energy storage. However, most of the technology needed already
exists. It is a matter of scaling to bring costs down.
⇒ In addition, these sessions emphasized that governments cannot do this alone and that multiple
sources of financing will be needed.
Lastly, we heard loud and clear that the clean energy transition, protection of biodiversity, and climate goals
all need to happen simultaneously. This entails the integration of multi- stakeholder engagement, and the
elaboration of comprehensive, long-term strategic planning so that all goals are reasonably met.
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Highlights on Water Resource Management in the Face of Climate
Change

Speakers: Carlos de la Parra, Samuel Sandoval Solis, César Balladares, and Cristian Núñez Riveros.

⇒ Panelists from different Latin American countries expressed that indigenous knowledge is key to
bolster solutions that incorporate nature-based solutions, particularly agricultural solutions to water
management.
⇒ Furthermore, they pointed out that most locations will need to implement a multi-faceted approach:
conservation, desalination, groundwater development, as well as recycled/reclaimed water.
⇒ Public outreach, data sharing and early-warning systems were consistently highlighted.
⇒ And just as in other thematic sessions, partnering and collaborating in this topic was essential to
leverage all resources (including local, tribal, state, academic, and research institutions).
Finally, similarly to MPAs, given that watersheds and ecosystems cross political borders, we need to foster
regional approaches and encourage bilateral collaboration with neighboring countries for these strategies
to be the most efficient.
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Highlights on Coastal Resilience and Nature-based Solutions (NbS)

Speakers: Cynthia Barzuna, Soffia Alarcon Diaz, and Karina Barrera

⇒ NbS should incorporate the traditional knowledge of indigenous and coastal communities. In addition
to being the first to observe the impacts of climate change, these communities know the most about
their environment.
⇒ Data-driven decisions are important for drawing what is negotiated in the international arena into
local policies. By making this a priority, countries like Costa Rica and Ecuador created long-term
National Climate Plans that best adapt to their political, social, economic, and natural circumstances.
⇒ Another common theme in these panels was the need for more international climate finance in the
developing world. There is currently not nearly enough, and it is difficult to access—even more so
for adaptation strategies and NbS projects. This requires us to innovate and create new ways in which
these countries receive climate financing.
⇒ Generally, for the successful implementation of nature- and ecosystem-based initiatives, the biggest
challenge observed is to include civil society and the private sector in these discussions, from the
onset, as well as indigenous communities, since they have been excluded historically. The best way to
do this, is by creating shared capacities, and generating a common understanding.
Speakers highlighted the importance of marine biological corridors for the protection and conservation of
our oceans, and the success of the Transboundary Marine Biosphere Reserve (CMAR)—a strategic, protected
marine corridor under the management of four countries (Costa Rica, Panama, Colombia and Ecuador).
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Cross-Sectoral Highlights

Speakers: Dr. Amanda Netburn and Samantha Murray

⇒ Climate change affects indigenous and minority communities disproportionately, so climate
solutions must be trans-disciplinary, fair and inclusive for them to have a real, positive impact
throughout all groups. Furthermore, by including traditional, indigenous, and tribal knowledge in our
efforts to combat the climate crisis, we will develop a variety of tools that ensure environmental justice
and that leverage the full potential of ecosystems on mitigation and adaptation.
⇒ This also means conducting a multi-sectoral approach, inclusive of all economic sectors, and a multilevel approach, which includes all levels of government. Oftentimes, locally led initiatives can be more
impactful, and data-sharing and collaborations at this level avoids hurdles faced at the federal level.
⇒ To be successful in protecting ecosystems, particularly the ocean, regional strategies, based on shared
priorities are required. This includes the creation of multi-lateral funding mechanisms and the
promotion of novel climate finance avenues for developing nations—particularly for resilience and
nature-based solutions.
⇒ We still need more data. This is particularly true regarding ocean research. Data is needed to drive
decisions, policy-making and climate-informed solutions. In addition, technical and scientific
information needs to be adequately disseminated to communities. This process will also benefit
from information-sharing between sectors and countries to build new climate opportunities.
⇒ The ocean as a critical component of climate solutions was a constant throughout the forum. Not
only does the ocean has the potential to provide food security, but it can provide critical minerals for
the energy transition, species with biopharmaceutical and biotechnology potential, a source of income
through sustainable tourism, and innovation of renewable power technologies.
Lastly, we need long-term planning for development and infrastructure, having top-of-mind resilience
factors, and the sustainability of new and existing supply chain.
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ABOUT THE INSTITUTE OF THE AMERICAS (IOA)

The IOA is a non-partisan, independent, nonprofit organization whose mission is to be a catalyst for promoting
economic development and integration, emphasizing the role of the private sector as a means to improve the
economic and social well-being of the people of the Americas.
Founded in 1981 by Ambassador Theodore E. Gildred II and co-located on the UC San Diego’s campus, the IOA
seeks to encourage economic and social reforms across the Americas, enhancing private sector collaboration
and strengthening political and economic relations between Latin America, the Caribbean, the United States
and Canada.
Throughout our 40-year history, the IOA has convened events of regional importance to promote a better
understanding and thought-leadership surrounding critical issues in energy, climate change and economic
development.

ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE (EC2)
PROGRAM
The Institute of the Americas’ Environment & Climate Change Program (EC2) strives to catalyze climate
leadership amongst the private sector and local/regional governments in the Americas, to promote sustainable
growth, tackle climate change and minimize environmental impacts in the region with the goal of protecting
its rich marine and land-based natural capital.
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